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PROTOCOL 

THIRD MEETING OF BULGARIA - INDIA  JOINT FORUM 

ON INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES 

15 October 2007, New Delhi 

The Third meeting of the Bulgaria - India Joint Forum on Information and Communication Technologies (ICT Forum) was held on 15 October 2007 at New Delhi. Mr. M.M. Nambiar, Additional Secretary, Department of Information Technology, Ministry of Communications and Information Technology of the Republic of India led the Indian delegation. Mr. Plamen Vatchkov, Chairman of the State Agency for Information Technology and Communications of the Republic of Bulgaria led the Bulgarian delegation. 

Mr. Nambiar extended a warm welcome to the Bulgarian delegation and underlined the mutual understanding, friendship and close partnership existing between the two countries.

Mr. Vatchkov thanked the Indian side for the warm hospitality. He noted that as a member of the European Union Bulgaria is a trusted friend and partner of India and is determined to work actively for the development of the cooperation in the ICT area. In view of the discussions held during the recent state visit of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria to India, he emphasized the importance of this session of the ICT Forum for the promotion of the bilateral cooperation in the ICT sector and the industry-to-industry cooperation. Both sides expressed the view that the ICT Forum should contribute to the establishment and fostering of direct and mutually beneficial relations between the relevant public institutions and organizations of the two countries as well as between the corporate ICT sector in Bulgaria and India.

The composition of the delegations may kindly be seen at Annex 1.

The third meeting of the Joint India - Bulgaria ICT Forum discussed issues in the area of ICT politics and strategies, information security, promotion of cooperation between the private sectors, high-technology parks, ICT education, encryption and research & development in ICT.

In these areas each side presented its national IT industry and scenario perspective for development. Both sides exchanged information on issues of mutual interest in order to identify specific projects for collaboration.

The Bulgarian side presented the investment opportunities in the ICT sector in the country in view of its EU membership as well as encryption methods.

The Indian side presented its experience in construction and management of high technology parks and organized a visit to STPI, Noida. The Bulgarian side was also acquainted with the activities of the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT In). India also present its National e-Governance Plan which includes establishment of 100,000 broadband enabled Common Service Centres in rural areas of the country to connect the citizen of rural India to the worldwide web and explore the opportunities available on live.

As a result of the discussions both sides agreed to further strengthen their ICT cooperation in areas of mutual interest by setting up specific groups in priority areas of e-Governance, Technology Park, ICT education, Research & Development and Info-Security for close interaction and speedy implementation of future collaborative projects. Both sides agreed that the contact persons for these groups would be communicated shortly.

Both sides agreed to hold the Fourth meeting of Bulgaria–India ICT Forum in Sofia at a mutually convenient time in the second trimester of 2008.

The meeting ended on a very cordial note and both sides assured each other of their highest consideration and respect.

For the Bulgarian Side:




For the Indian Side: 



       

	Plamen Vatchkov 

Chairman

State Agency for Information

Technology and Communications

Republic of Bulgaria
	                                     M.M. Nambiar

                            Additional Secretary

Department of Information Technology

        Ministry of Communications and

                       Information Technology

                                Republic of India 


Annexure 1

List of Delegates

3rd Session of Bulgaria-India Joint Forum on ICT India

Bulgaria

Mr. Plamen Vacthkov, Chairman, SAITC



Co-Chairman

H.E. Mr. Dragovest Goranov, Ambassador of Bulgaria

Member

Mrs. Nelly Stoyanova, Director, SAITC



Member

Mr. Kamen Rangelov, SAITC





Member

Mrs. Bilyana Zolkova






Member

Mr. Zhivko Zhelev, Head, “Keit”




Member

Mr. Iliya Dekov, Embassy of Bulgaria



Member

Mrs. Lyubomira Georgieva, Embassy of Bulgaria

Member

India

Mr. M.M. Nambiar, Additional Secretary, DIT


Co-Chairman

Dr. Gulshan Rai, Senior Director, DIT



Member

Mr. G.V. Raghunathan, Senior Director, DIT


Member

Mr. S.P. Singh, Senior Director, DIT




Member

Mr. Rajiv Rastogi, Senior Director, DIT



Member

Dr. A.K. Garg, Joint Director, DIT




Member

Mr. P. Venugopal,
 Director, STPI-Noida



Member

D.K. Jain, Director(Tech.), C-DAC, Noida



Member

Mr. M.S. Parmar, Programme Officer, ESC


Member

Mr. D.P. Singh, Joint Director, DIT




Member

